Anita McBurnett

April 13, 1959 - January 17, 2023

Anita McBurnett passed away on Tuesday, January 17, 2023, at Marshall
Manor Rehabilitation and Nursing Facility in Guntersville. Her Celebration of
Life Ceremony will be announced at a later date.

Anita was a native of Lincoln Alabama and spent the last thirty-five years in
Marshall County.

Anita loved her family and her many extended first responder families, being
outdoors, fur babies, softball and baseball, her beloved Auburn Tigers and
visiting the ocean.

Making a difference in people’s lives drove Anita from a career redesigning
solid rocket motors to a career in emergency management.

Raised on a farm and having five siblings, Anita learned early on the value of
hard work, teamwork and doing what had to be done. During her school years
at Lincoln High School, she enjoyed mentoring younger students, played on
sports teams, travel softball and was drum maijor.

It was that spirit of teamwork, her organizational skills and her ability to
coordinate efficiently that drew her to a job in the EMA.

From 2005 until her retirement in July 2022, Anita served as the Director of
the Marshall County Emergency Agency. Anita has received numerous
awards throughout her career. In 2013, Anita was awarded Alabama
Association of Emergency Managers’ most prestigious honor-The Pat
Neuhauser Spirit of EMA Award. The same year, the Marshall County EMA
won the AAEM Preparedness Program of the Year Award. Anita also served



as the President of the Alabama Association of Emergency Managers from
2014-2017, making a difference throughout the State of Alabama.

In her two decade history with the Marshall County EMA, Anita was invaluable
in guiding the county through numerous natural disasters including the
infamous tornado outbreak of 2011 and of course the Covid 19 pandemic.
While her career did not define her as a person it was her heart and caring for
people that made her perfect in her life as a daughter, sister, aunt and friend.
Always looking for the best in bad situations. She made a difference!

Anita is survived by her brother Don McBurnett (Sue); her sisters: Sharon
McBurnett and Donna Lynn Sanders (David); Brother-in-law: Leonard
Mayfield; nieces: Belinda Mayfield (Kenny); Amanda Nolen (Danny); Katie
Richard (Chris); nephews: Ray McBurnett (Robin); Barry McBurnett (Tammy);
Dewayne Hubbard (Ashli); Adam Sanders (Brooke) and several great nieces
and nephews and cousins. She is also survived by her partner of forty-five
years, Diane Hunter. Her special friends and family members Don Hunter; Jim
Govek and Gail Williams, Matt Williams along with her beloved Cairn Terrier,
Kasey.

She is preceded in death by her parents, Ralph and Sara McBurnett; brother,
Larry McBurnett; sister-in-law, Faye McBurnett Howard and sister, Barbara
Mayfield.

The family would like to recognize and thank the entire staff at Marshall Manor
Rehabilitation and Nursing Facility for their friendship, care, and love for Anita.
They all were a true blessing and a source of love and laughter in these last
few months.

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to The Foundation for Marshall
Medical Centers. Donations may be made online at foundationformmc.org or
sent via mail to 2320 Homer Clayton Drive, Guntersville, AL 36976.
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Celebration of Life

FEB 11. 1:00 PM (CT)

Marshall County RSVP
19272 US Hwy 431
Guntersville, AL 35976



Tribute Wall

I met Anita while | was a reporter covering Marshall and surrounding
counties. She was an invaluable resource, kind, efficient, and
wonderful. | was so thankful to have built a relationship with her
during my time in Alabama, and | am deeply saddened to hear of
her passing. She will be greatly missed.

Kelsey - February 16, 2023 at 09:42 AM

Anita, the strongest gentlest person I've ever known. | will miss the
great times we shared at Gulf Shores, and so much more.
Jim Govek.

jim govek - January 19, 2023 at 05:21 PM

Anita was a very conscientious colleague & more importantly, a very
good friend. She was always ready to assist others of us in EMA
across the state in any way possible. Marshall County is blessed to
have had Anita serving them in EMA. The MCEMA program was
advanced under her leadership. She truly cared for the citizens &
loved her colleagues.

Phyllis Little, CCEMA Retired - January 19, 2023 at 02:23 PM
Anita a beautiful woman with an incredible soul, fantastic smile and
kind heart. Bye sweet lady tell them all hello and we miss them, as

we will surly miss you. Vicki, cousin

Vicki York - January 19, 2023 at 08:56 AM



| can remember sitting in class at the EMA. |
Anita would sit in the back row taking every

word in as she attentively listened. She was
so kind and respectful to all. If | had questions \*
she would love answering them. My heart

breaks and | will miss and cherish her loving heart, amazing person
you were. | will miss you! May the family find peace and comfort
during this difficult time. Rest in peace!

Carol Ellsworth - January 18, 2023 at 08:46 PM

anita was easily one of the strongest, best, ]
and hardest-working people i've ever had the

privilege of knowing. she was really good to |
me and i'll miss her for the rest of my days. u

matt williams - January 18, 2023 at 02:00 PM

We started in emergency management at the same time and
became closer friends with Anita through the years. She was very
passionate about what she did and the responsibility that came with
the job. She did what she could with every dollar and donation she
could get to make her area more prepared. Well done. You will be
missed by many. She certainly will be missed by me. Condolences
to the family.

Scott Worsham - January 18, 2023 at 01:28 PM

At Drew Middle School, ahead one my favorite student.

James Player - January 17, 2023 at 07:46 PM



